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“Correcting the Outermost Garment”

In Parshas Tazria, the Torah starts the explanation of the laws of Tzaraas,
which it continues into the next Parsha, Metzora. Tzaraas is a spiritual
“illness,” which is manifest in the miraculous changing of color of
person’s skin, (or clothing, or house). When some of a person’s skin turns
white in color, without any physical explanation, he goes to the Kohen.
The Kohen determines if it is impure, and if it is, then it is called Tzaraas.
Then the person must quarantine outside of the city until his skin reverts
to the regular color, and go through a purification process described in
Parshas Metzora.

The maamar begins by quoting the first verse about the laws of Tzaraas:
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(a»unwe) OWIDTAN  Traraas in the skin of his flesh,
and he will go to Aharon the
Kohen, or of to one of his sons,
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who are the Kohanim.” (Vayikra
13:2)

The term “atx-Man” means
someone on very great level,
since it refers to someone who is

attained completion in all
aspects.
Meaning: Because he has

included in himself all of the
various aspects (of the service of
Hashem) of Chesed-Kindness, of
Gevura-Severity, and of
Rachamim-Mercy.

He also has in himself all of the
good character traits and
upright conduct which are
appropriate for someone who
rules over the world.

The first man, o7%-Adam, was created by Hashem, and was the ruler of the
world for the time being. Anyone who has perfected himself to the level
of Adam before he ate from the Tree of Knowldege, is also like Adam, and
is spiritually in control of the world. Such an elevated person must contain
all good aspects of holiness before reaching this level.
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This is not the case with
someone who is only connected
to one or two aspects (of
holiness), then he is not referred
to as “arn-Man.”
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For example, Moshe was
referred to as “the wX-person
Moshe,” and “the wX-person of
(devotion to) Hashem.” (Shemos
32:1, and Devarim 33:1)

The term “w KX-person” is a lower level than “a7x-Man.”
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Even though Moshe was on a
very high level,

nonetheless, the level of “aTN-
Man,” is even higher than that.

This is because that level has all
the possible good aspects of
holiness,

and in all of his aspects and
actions he can ascend to the
highest spiritual levels and to
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bring down those revelations to
the physical world, and the
entire world is dependent on his
service of Hashem.

The Tzemach Tzedek explains in his maamar’ that is based on this
maamar:

There are four names for people: ¥R ;723 ,w°X ,07R. These four names are
four levels of people: o7%-Man refers to someone who has all different
aspects of holiness together in himself. w°X-person refers to someone who
is complete in one aspect. Moshe was complete in his connection to
Hashem in a way of fiery devotion, which is the letter of wk= " WX, the
fire of teaching Torah. Even though his fiery devotion to Hashem was the
most complete, and he was the greatest prophet of all time, nonetheless,
this extraordinary greatness was only in certain aspects of holiness.
Whereas o78-Man refers to someone who has all aspects of holiness. (Even
though some of his aspects may not be as complete as those in ¥°X who
specializes in certain aspects, nonetheless, since the 078-Man contains all
aspects, he has a general advantage over the level of ¥°X-person.) The level
723-Strong person refers to someone who works to overcome his own
personal limitations The level wiR-mortal man refers to someone with
weaknesses of character or intellect.

TyR MWW T DIN "I Now, this “a78-Man” who has
nmrmam oMmTn M 7'M corrected and fixed up his

S T 'nbynbw: actions and all of the higher
THAECY levels of his soul,
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T Triam mbammey 1 Aspect, there is still as aspect of

e ﬂ?1D$Uj an unholiness and  something

unwanted, that was not yet fully
removed,

7Or HaTorah Vayikra, vol. 2, page 516.
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and this produces “signs” (of
white  discoloration) in his
physical flesh, however, these
symptoms appear and disappear in
a supernatural manner,

and these ‘“signs” are the
spiritual ailment of Tzaraas,
which are not created from the
commonly found imbalance of
bodily fluids or infections.

As the Rambam writes (Tumas
Tzaraas 16:10):

In Hilchos Tumas Tzaraas (ibid.), the Rambam writes:"
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“Tzara'atis a collective term
including many afflictions that do
not resemble each other. For the
whitening of a person's skin is
called tzara'at, as is the falling out
of some of the hair of his head or
beard, and the change of the color
of clothes or houses.

This change that affects clothes
and houses which the Torah
described with the general term
of tzara'atis not a natural
occurrence. Instead, it is a sign
and a wonder prevalent among
the Jewish people to warn them
against lashon hora, ‘undesirable
speech.”

36 W 72 TRy 22 pHn NIy 1wip? XY P Y pID NyIY DKM niab) P
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11 The following quote is from the Moznaim translation of the Rambam, as it
appears on Chabad.org.
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Based on this premise of the Rambam, that Tzaraas is a supernatural
occurrence, the Alter Rebbe will explain why it is not usually found in
our times:

T 12012 1) N owa mynw This is why the mitzvah of
JAMNT 0K purifying  Tzaraas is not
T' 7 77 generally practiced in out
current times which are after
the Destruction of the Beis
Hamikdash,

iy B5%3 1Myn KW 11BN Since it is not found at all that
JImY D K92 vy qvaa npy  there should be a change in the
T © 77 T 7 color of someone’s skin without
any imbalance of bodily fluids or

infection.

TR TRINY TN RN K1 "IHW Since Tzaraas appears deeper
1,5y than the skin, like a place in the
' shade that appears deeper than

a place in direct sunlight.

Because of the contrast of the dark and light, when standing in the sunlight
and looking at something in the shade, it appears “deeper.” Similarly, the
white discoloration on the skin that is Tzaraas doesn’t appear to be on the
same level as the rest of the skin around it, but “deeper,” somehow.

(Meaning, it doesn’t look like someone who has white paint on his skin.
Instead, it has some type of supernatural properties in how it appeared.)

Rulpfinlohl THUSJD IX Rather, it was something
miraculous.

ITER m I'\TDX_{; munmw’ 1191 A person can only receive Tzaraas
because in his spiritual service of
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Hashem he has already

Mryna
" corrected all of his actions,

and he has separated the bad
from the good in all of his
aspects,

;™27 7222907 1R VT N

and only the negative aspect
which is on the edges of his
“garments” weren’t yet fully
refined,

X7 1™y 1W137 5102w 700 71
-

2217107 this is why those negative

aspects come out in his skin.

See in the Hosafa-Addendum from Likutei Sichos, that the “garments”
referred to here means the soul “garment” of speech. The person has
refined everything except for some aspect of his speech which still needs
correction. This imperfection in his “outermost garment” of speech

becomes manifest on the surface of his skin in Tzaraas.
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Also, the ailment of Tzaraas is a
very lofty spiritual matter,

since they are not considered
impure until the Kohen declares
them impure,

and until he declares it impure,
the Tzaraas does not generate
any impurity,

in fact, to the contrary, they
represent lofty spiritual Lights,

(DWW X"WAN .2 00 34 Ty 19 pon nimiy wipha axan) ¢

(XPpn Ty IR IX - DYRT DWW WY BN KO - e xp i) ©

QW ITINIT IR -.1MA0K TOM", 2100 AW NN i e 1)

NIA I .2 1920 2 P9 NYIY NIXRY MID9T 037 2 pId U oyR mwn) P
(V791 NP9 W 079 NYIR L0 10D MY 0T

AV P72, 2 PO A Ty W1 K pYm ) "y ntnix "y yny")



LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH - PARSHAS TAZRIA

"MPITPT KW RIT" DAY P71 it’s just that those Lights are
oy py, 19"13”!'1 YY"a KD'XT2 “the Strict Judgements of
Holiness,” as it says in Eitz

Chayim.

NNYID) 1797 IIX PX XBM" When it says about Tzaras “and
JTan T Sy Doyniy (oW he should be brought to Aharon
‘ C the Kohein,” this means that the
“strict judgements” become
elevated through the Kohein,

KYNT" - PXPWTTOM KWW since he is a vehicle for the
21"}{37731 Chesed-Kindness of Above in
Atzilus to be manifest, which is
also referred to as “the Right
Arm,” which is Kindness,

.ZZD’J""[ P"ﬂhi‘b ‘7;1’] and therefore, he has the power
to “sweeten” the “severities.”

oMU - 2" MIXWI  This is why when he (the Kohein)
N30y 10 oy declares it (the Tzaraas that has

T8 T ™Y diminished) as pure, then the

Tzaraas becomes purified and
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transformed into something
completely good.

Ik 5an NbW O'WJ) UM However, there are types of
,npvnnn‘;q oniyyny  Tzaraas that the Kohein is not
TP T 777 able to elevate and “sweeten.”

For example, if the Tzaraas gets larger or has addition “signs” of impurity,
such as new white hair growing in the affected area, as explained in the
Parsha and in the Mishnayos (Negaim) and Rambam (Tumas Tzaraas).

In these cases, the Kohein cannot purify and transform the Tzaraas until
the affected area diminishes and the other “signs of impurity” disappear.

»11 1113712 7 DWW TR ]3‘71 Therefore, cases of Tzaraas do
not happen nowadays,

,0IX 12 0™MYN ]"KVJ WNTT  since it is not found in anyone,

y1mnmania ‘7}_] oMIn DUW’JQD because it only happens to

71 ,UBN oM nPpNp  Jn  someone who has already

o ’ muﬁyvna removed all the unholiness from

"~ % inside of his body and soul, and

only on the outer surface of the

person is there a trace of

something negative that needs to
be transformed,

qNVJ ,'lJ‘?l’N he'gakil RALIS 11N and this is not found among
nyp vy mwy - 3‘1\531 Dr1yp  anyone am(l)lng§t u.s,hsince eveg
. 24yt y wynn  Someone who is rig teous an
o '[37,’-,“? TLIPRNRA good, still has some minute
aspect of unholiness inside of
himself. This explanation will
suffice for the understanding.
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Summary:

Now we will understand why the term “a7%-Man” is used in the context of
Tzaraas.

Tzaraas is a spiritual affliction that only occurs to tremendously great
people who have perfected everything inside of themselves except their
most superficial aspect.

In order to remove that negative aspect that remains on the surface,
Hashem sends a supernatural sign on the person’s skin.

This shows the person how to correct the final negative aspect in his or her
service of Hashem.

After completing that last spiritual correction, the sign disappears.

They then return to the Kohen who transforms that sign into something
good and holy.

Since we still have a lot of work to do in correcting our actions and inner
selves, there is no need for supernatural signs to complete the last spiritual
correction.

That is why there is no Tzaraas nowadays.
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Hosafa-Addendum 1
Likutei Sichos vol. 22

In Likutei Sichos vol. 22 pp. 65-69 the Rebbe explains this maamar from
Likutei Torah. In short, he explains the following points:

1-

When it says that in the “078-Man” there is only a negative aspect
in his outermost garments, it is referring to the “garment” of
speech. There are two types of Lashon Hara-Bad Speech. There is
speech intended to cause harm or pain to someone, or is vulgar
etc. Then there is speech which is not intended to cause harm and
is not inherently bad, but is not spoken for a positive purpose or
comes out in not the most appropriate way. The example given is
Miriam, who was completely righteous, but spoke about her
brother Moshe in a way that was not considered appropriate in that
situation. She was punished with Tzaraas. Since the only thing
wrong was her outermost “garment” of speech, this is why she
received Tzaraas.

The fact that in the outermost “garment” of speech there can be
something lacking in someone on the level of “a7%-Man” comes
from a hidden (subconscious) negative aspect, that is not in his
reach to correct. This hidden negative aspect expresses itself in his
outermost garment of speech. The Tzaraas comes to the person to
reveal that hidden negative aspect so that it can be corrected.

Because the Kohein is on the level of Chesed-Kindness of Above
(in Atzilus), he has the power to reveal an intense Light that is
strong enough to even correct the hidden negative aspect. That is
why it is necessary for the Kohein to declare “you are pure,” since
with his speech he is able to bring down this intense Light that can
correct the hidden negative aspect which was the cause of the
slightly negative speech.
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Every maamar from the entire Torah Or/Likutei Torah with
nekudos and punctuation is available on:
www.ChassidutBehirah.com

Did you enjoy this maamar? Please consider partnering in this
project making Likutei Torah/Torah Or available to many!

To partner by giving monthly (or one time) go to
www.DonorBox.org/LearnChassidus

To view previous maamarim translations, go to

www.LearnChassidus.com

To place a hakdasha in an upcoming maamar, contact me
lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com



http://www.chassidutbehirah.com/
http://www.donorbox.org/LearnChassidus
http://www.learnchassidus.com/
mailto:lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com

